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University of North Alabama Lesson Plan Template 
 

Step 1 – Identify Desired Results 
 
Lesson 
Title: 

 
Little Rock Nine 

Grade: 6th 
Date: November 2, 2021 

CCRS Standard(s): SS.AAS.6.9- Define civil rights movement; identify key figures and events of the Civil Rights 
movement, including Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Montgomery Bus Boycott, and the 16th Street Baptist 
Church bombing; identify culturally influential music from the post-World War II world including, Elvis Presley, 
the Beatles, Bob Dylan, and Jimi Hendrix. 
 

Big Idea:  Racism  
Essential Question(s):  
“How does the environment of the school effect the way students learn?” 
“How has the school environment changed compared to our current school environment?” 
“Why should we accept and be kind to everyone even though they might be different from us?” 

 

Lesson 
Objective(s)/ 
Learning Targets 
 
Objectives are 
measurable and 
align with the big 
idea, essential 
question, and 
standard. 

 

1. Students will be able to differentiate the school environment during the time of Little Rock 
Nine compared to the school environment today. 

 
2. Students will be able to explain the environment caused by racism and how it affected the 

community. 
 

3. Students will be able to analyze a primary source. 
 
 
 

Step 3 – Plan Learning Activities & Experiences 

Introduction to 
Lesson/ 
Activating 
Thinking 
 
@10 minutes of the 
lesson. 
 

We will introduce ourselves by saying, “Hey everyone my name is Olivia Payton and I’m Brianna 
Palmer and we are in our social studies class and have come here to teach you a lesson on the Little 
Rock Nine and the impact that it left.” Then we will establish the learning targets by saying, 
“Today you will be able to differentiate the school environment during the time of Little Rock 
Nine compared to the school environment today and you will be given the chance to explain the 
environment cause by racism and how it affected the community.” 
For this lesson we will build background knowledge by reading chapter 1 of The Little Rock 
Nine by Carla Mooney. We will then open the floor up for discussion and interact with the 
students by asking questions like, “How would you feel if you were in this situation? How were 
the students being treated as they were trying to go to school? What was significant about these 
nine students going to school?” 
 

Body of Lesson 
 
@20-30 minutes of 
the lesson. 
 

 
Primary Source Analysis Activity #1  
6-19-1958-Colbert-County-Reporter-Editorial-Grist-The-True-Lesson-Of-Little-Rock.pdf 
(civilrightsshoals.com) 
 
Downloaded version: EED 305  
Today we are going to be analyzing two primary sources the first one is called “The True Lesson 
of Little Rock” it was published on Thursday, June 19, 1958, from the Colbert County Reporter. 
The next article we will be discussing is called “The silent Fear in Little Rock” that was published 
on March 30th, 1958, from the New York Times. After we tell them what articles we are analyzing 
we will ask “Before we begin does anyone know what a primary source is?” they will answer in a 
group discussion and give us their ideas of what a primary source is and then we will say: “A 

https://civilrightsshoals.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/6-19-1958-Colbert-County-Reporter-Editorial-Grist-The-True-Lesson-Of-Little-Rock.pdf
https://civilrightsshoals.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/6-19-1958-Colbert-County-Reporter-Editorial-Grist-The-True-Lesson-Of-Little-Rock.pdf
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primary source is a document of some kind that comes from firsthand experiences, this might 
include news articles, pictures, and more. It is an original piece of evidence or information from a 
certain time.” After we have explained what a primary source is we will begin to analyze the 
article “The True Lesson of Little Rock.” Then we will say so let’s begin to analyze the first article 
called “The Lesson of Little Rock.” What we will do first is have the students analyze the title of 
the article and explain how they could tell that it was a primary source (examples: date, pictures, 
publisher, etc.). Then we will read and guide their analysis by showing the historical significance 
by reading some of the article out loud and as we read, we will ask questions on the literal level, 
the interpretive level, and the Evaluative level. We will first read the first part of first column up 
until the second column and ask the question “Why were the 9 African American children not 
wanted at the school?” this question is on the literal level and the students the will answers this 
question in a group discussion. Then we will read the third column and as the question down to the 
second page and ask, “What is the NAACP and what do they do?” they will answer this question in 
a discussion and the question in on the interpretive level. Then we will ask “What were some of the 
consequences of the 9 African American children going to Central High School?” they will answer 
these questions from a Padlet page, and this question is on the literal level. We will also ask “Why 
do you think people in this time and even people today were so afraid of change?” they will turn 
and talk with a partner and share what they come up with. Then we will read finish read the article 
up to the first column and ask the questions “Why do you think the topic is important to learn in 
history?” and “What do you think it means when it was said “they believe that history does not 
march backward, and that there can be not retreat from their gains?” this question is on the 
evaluative level and we will let them answer in a group discussion. After we have read this article 
and asked question on different levels we will say since we have seen how racism affected the 
school environment and the community at this time. Let’s now look at how it changed and the 
impact that was left from this event.  
 

 
Primary Source Analysis #2  
The Silent Fear in Little Rock: A handful of anti-integration extremists dominates the law-abiding 
-- but unorganized -- masses with the techniques of terror. The Silent Fear in Little Rock - 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times with Index - ProQuest  
 
Downloaded version: D:\EED 305 The_Silent_Fear_in_Little_Rock Article.pdf  
We will read this article and guide their analysis by showing the historical significance by reading 
some of the article out loud and as we read, we will ask questions on the literal level, the 
interpretive level, and the Evaluative level. We will read the first paragraph and ask, “What award 
did the Little Rock Nine” this question is on the literal level and the students will answer in a 
discussion. Then, we will ask “Using our background knowledge why do you think they were 
awarded this medal?” this question is on the interpretative level. We will then have them answer 
these questions out loud in a discussion. Then we will read the second and third paragraphs and ask 
the questions “What do you think it meant when it said, "it showed that while mixed classrooms 
are attainable at the bayonet's point, the bayonet cannot compel the genuine acceptance, the 
friendly and fraternal feeling and association, without such an enforced deal is wretched travesty."? 
We have the students discuss out loud and with a partner and this question is on the evaluative 
level. Then we will say that “This quote means that their thoughts that school should be segregated 
was wrong and that they schools can be integrated.” So, as we know majorities have rights just as 
much as everyone else but why do you think that some politicians looked over this fact in this 
time? We will let them discuss this in an open discussion. After we have read this article and asked 
question on different levels we will say now that we have seen how the Little Rock Nine has left an 
impact in our history let’s begin to use some of these questions and examples in our graphic 
organizer to answer some questions and make comparisons and differences. 

https://www.proquest.com/hnpnewyorktimes/docview/114447059/65828F39942847A8PQ/18?accountid=14668
https://www.proquest.com/hnpnewyorktimes/docview/114447059/65828F39942847A8PQ/18?accountid=14668
https://www.proquest.com/hnpnewyorktimes/docview/114447059/65828F39942847A8PQ/18?accountid=14668
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Closure/ 
Summarizing 
 
@5 minutes of the 
lesson. 
 
 

 
We will restate our begging objectives by stating, “Today you have learned the differences in the 
school environment of the Little of Rock Nine compared to how our schools are today. You have 
also learned about the environment of racism and how it can affect the community.” We will then 
engage in discussion for the final time by asking the students to share three things they learned 
today, two things they found interesting, and one question they still have. We will then challenge 
the students to continue learning about the Little Rock Nine and how it affected the Civil Rights 
Movement. We will also encourage them to see how they can still continue to be activist for racism 
in today’s society. Then this will conclude our lesson. 

Materials/ 
Technology 
 

 
Epic Book: Little Rock Nine by Carla Mooney 
https://www.getepic.com/book/47408594/the-little-rock-
nine?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=3449038950
7 
Nearpod Link: EED 305: Little Rock Nine (nearpod.com) 
Graphic Organizer 
Pencil  
The students will need a computer or iPad 
Padlet 
 

Step 2 – Determine Acceptable Evidence 

Assessment/ 
Evaluation 

 
We will evaluate the students’ learning throughout the lesson by asking questions throughout the 
lesson. We will have questions and interactive components on our Nearpod where we will be able 
to see whether they are understanding the information were presenting. We will also be doing a 
formative assessment this assessment is the three, two, one method. This method specifically 
assesses each learning target because it gives students the opportunity to express what they learned 
and gives us a good representation of whether they were able to notice the difference in schools 
back in the Little Rock Nine book compared to the schools today. It allows the students the 
freedom to show what they learned in an informal way. 

 
 

 
 
 
  

https://www.getepic.com/book/47408594/the-little-rock-nine?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=34490389507
https://www.getepic.com/book/47408594/the-little-rock-nine?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=34490389507
https://www.getepic.com/book/47408594/the-little-rock-nine?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=34490389507
https://nearpod.com/library/preview/lesson-L110003881
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The column with a red box is the part of the article that we are reading.  


